
GET TARGETED!

How to craft a killer Software Engineer resume



Let’s Eat, Grandma: Where We Source Our Knowledge

● Founded in 2015

● Resumes, Cover Letter, LinkedIn Profiles, and more

● 10,000+ happy clients and counting

● Support clients in all industries and experience levels



What’s my story? 
● Studied Hospitality Administration & Marketing  at Cornell University’s 

School of Hotel Administration 

○ Taught at the Communications Center with Chris, our founder

● Started with Let’s Eat, Grandma in its early stages as a resume writer

● Leads NYC Job Seekers Community, develops partnerships, and 

consults on Executive-level packages

● Works with clients in a wide range of industries at various career stages 

● Passionate about helping clients land their dream jobs



Let’s hear from you!

What is your dream job? 



Let’s Talk About Career Transition.



Agenda: 3 Principles of Resumes for Career Change

1. Focus on where you’re going, not where you’ve been.
2. Showcase your best of the best.
3. Persist through the black hole.



#1:  Focus on where you’re 
going, not where you’ve been.



Always be forward-looking

Look to match with the position you are trying to fill – not 
necessarily past experiences 



Always ask yourself: What 
keywords will my prospective 
employer use to search for me?



What are Resume Keywords?

● Phrase or word that a recruiter can search to identify better matches

● Google analogy: “Mexican restaurants in New York City”



Know common sources for keywords

● Position title (80%)
● Nouns common to the position (71%)
● Location (55%)
● Employer Names (55%)
● Degrees (35%)
● Certifications (16%)
● Soft skills (9%)

Source: Resume Magic by Susan Whitcomb





But where do you look to find 
keywords for each job?

Any Ideas?



Where to start looking....

● #1 Job Posting (Treat it like Scripture! 🙏)

● #2 Industry Standard Descriptions (Onetonline.org)

● #3 Speak to hiring managers (Informational 

interviews)



EXAMPLE: Software Development Engineer

Industry-leading construction, engineering, and design firm 

seeks qualified software developer for Austin-based 

positions….

Qualified candidates: Professional experience as a software 

test engineer, system programmer, or software developer. 

(At least 2 years)...

Experience architecting container-based microservice 

platforms using Java; Experience with ElasticSearch or 

similar DB; Good understanding of Amazon Web Services 

including ECS, CloudFormation, IAM, RDS, etc.;



EXAMPLE: Software Development Engineer
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seeks qualified software developer for Austin-based 
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Qualified candidates: Professional experience as a software 
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(At least 2 years)...
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#2:  Showcase your best of the 
best.



Meet Jonathan



Meet Jonathan



How do I integrate keywords into my 
resume?



Places to include keywords:

3 FREEBIES:

● Header (Position Title)

● Contact Information 

(Location)

● File name

WORK FOR ‘EM:

● Summary of 

Qualifications

● Accomplishments 

● Work experiences



Varonis: Software Developer

Advertised Description: 

Leader in data security and analytics 

seeks a software developer with 

experience developing security 

solutions for the NYC office. 2+ years 

of experience working with Varonis 

platform required.

Keywords: Software Developer, data 

security, analytics, security analyst, 

security solutions, NYC, Varonis 



Summary of Qualifications

“Seasoned software developer with 5+ years of experience in 
developing security solutions for NYC customers using Varonis.”



Accomplishments or Work Experience

● “Developed over 10 different software programs that reduced user 
onboarding time by at least 25%”

Becomes…

● “Product Development: Developed over 10 different software programs that 
reduced user onboarding time by at least 25%



Accomplishments or Work Experience

Can also integrate in the bullet...

● “Developed over 10 different software programs that reduced user 
onboarding time by at least 25%”

Becomes…

● “ Developed over 10 different software programs using Javascript that 
reduced user onboarding time by at least 25%”



Filename

Say your name is Jane Smith and you are applying for a product development management 
position within a tech firm.

JANE_SMITH_RESUME_FINAL.pdf

becomes...

Smith_Product_Development_Manager.pdf



Don’t neglect other parts of the puzzle

● LinkedIn Profile Review (feature in some ATS)

● Cover Letters and other attachments

● Application Questions 

○ Yes, you have to fill it out.

○ Yes, it sucks!



There is such a thing as taking this too far...

Now, with your newfound power, there comes responsibility 
to not abuse it…

● Exaggerating your past performances 
○ Especially Position Titles (“Associate” vs. “Director”)

● Keyword stuffing





#3:  Persist through the black 
hole.



Tips for career transition success
● Keywords!

● Certifications (great way to fill career gaps)

● Omit graduation dates greater than 10 years; drop months from experience dates to 

minimize a gap (be consistent with formatting)

● Highlight relevant project experience (you don’t have to call the section project 

experience either!)

● Create different resumes for each job type you’re applying for



Some words of encouragement

● Job searching, depending on the industry and position, can take 20+ weeks. 

● Keep the numbers game in mind: 2% of resumes on average get interviews. 

● Leverage your network

● Persistence is key – don’t give up when you don’t get responses! 

○ Jonathan Treptow example



Questions?



Thank You!

Connect with Us:

● Mollie Eisler (mollie@letseatgrandma.com)

● https://www.letseatgrandma.com/wwc-career-returnship-event/

● Career Warrior Podcast on Apple & Spotify

● Connect with us on LinkedIn!

● Follow Let’s Eat, Grandma on Social!

Explore our 

Downloadable Services:

15% off with promo 

code WWC

mailto:mollie@letseatgrandma.com
https://www.letseatgrandma.com/wwc-career-returnship-event/


Listen to our Podcast!


